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Kom. XIV. 22, OM 

Ha#t thou Faith? have it to thy ſelf before 

God; happy is he that condenmeth not 
himſelf in that thing which he alloweth: 
but he that doubteth is damned if he eat, 
becauſe he eateth not of Faith; for 
whatſoever is not of Faith, is Sin. 

| T order to the true Underſtanding of theſe Words, 


it will be neceſſary for me fully to explain to 
you theſe Things, which are the ſeveral. Parts 


of rhe Text. 


I. What is to be underſtood here by Faith; Haſt thou 
Faith? have it to thy ſelf, &c. what i not of Faith, is Sin. 
] B II. What 
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II. What is meant by having this Faith to our ſelves 


before God. 


III. Wherein the Happineſs lyeth, of not condemning 
our ſelves in that thing which we allow. | 


IV. What is meant by Doubting, and how he that 


| deubteth, is ſaid to be damned, if he eat. 


V. The Reaſon of that ſeemingly ſevere Sentence 


pronounced in the laſt Particular; becauſe , whatſoever 
is not of Faith, is Sin. And, 


Firſt, Let us conſider what is here to be underſtood 
by Faith; Haſt thou Faith > &c. | 


Now, Faith hath divers Acceptations in Scripture : 
fometimes tis taken for the Sum and Subſtance of our 
Religion; as when we read of the Faith that was once 


cſeltvered to the Saints; ſometimes it implies a Belief and 


Expectation of the Joys of the Life to come; as in that 
Definition of St. Paul, That Falth is the ſubſtance of things 
hoped for, and the evidence of things not ſeen : ſome- 
times alſo 'tis taken for Truſt in, and Dependance up- 
on God, and. for a Reſignation of our ſelves entirely 
into his Hands. Thus our Saviour bids his Diſciples 
to have Faith in God, and to believe in him; and up- 
braids them with their want of Faith, or with the 
ſmall Proportion that they had of it. And ſometimes. 
alſo Faith is taken for a firm Belief or Perſuaſion of 
Mind, that it is a Man's Duty todo, or to forbear to 
do this or that particular Thing; and this undoubtedly 
was the Meaning of our Apoſtle in this Place; as the 


Occa- 
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Occaſion of theſe Words, with a regard to what gocth 
before in this Chapter, will abundantly ſatisfie us. 


For this was the Caſe; a great many, or perhaps 
moſt of the Fews that were newly Converted to Chriſti- 
anity, were of Opinion, that the Few:ſh Law was 
ſill to be kept, and the Moſaical Rites and Obſervations 
eternally to be perform'd: and this they were very 
- zealous for, and according to the Genius of that Moroſe 
and Ill. natured Nation, very Cenſorious about. They con- 
demn d the Gentile Proſelytes as Profane and Unclean , 
And when they ſaw them eat of all Kinds of Meat with- 
out any diſtinction, they paſs d a very ſevere Judgment 
upon them. | | 


On the other ſide, the new Converts of the Gentiles, 

upbraided the 7ewiſb Chriſtians with their being enſla- 
ved to Ordinances and Rites, which in the Liberty of the 
_ Goſpel, were to ceaſe and be aboliſhd ; and thus both 
ſides ran out into Extreams and Heat, and broke Chriſti- 


an Charity with one another. 


And by both, indeed (as is the Natural conſequence 
of Diviſion) was the Progreſs of the Goſpel hindred : 
For the Diſuſe and Abrogation of the Fewiſh Ceremo- 
nies, grievouſly offended that Nation, who knew that 
they were enjoined at firſt in a moſt glorious and won- 
derful Manner by God Himſelf, and who did not under- 
ſtand that they were Temporary only, and to continue 
but till the Time of the Meſiah, of whom they were 


Types and Shadows. 
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And indeed, the Wiſdom of God very much appears, 
in not letting the Jews diſcover this Point fooner, leſt 
they ſhould have lighted and deſpiſed that Law, that 


they were fora time to be Governed by. 


On the other ſide, the Genti/e Chriſtians were 
mightily pleaſed with that Liberty which the Graci- 


ous and Mercifu] Diſpenſation of the Goſpel did 


allow them; and they were by no means willing to take 


upon them ſogrievous a Burden, as that of the Moſaical 


and Ceremonial Law. 


This was the State of the Controverſie at the time 
when St. Paul wrote this Epiſtle : and here tis obſerva- 
ble, that though the Fewiſþ Chriſtians were in the 
Wrong, and the Gentiles in the Right; for the Moſaical 
and Ceremonial Law was undoubtedly to be aboliſhed 
by the Meſſiab. Yet, I ſay, tis obſervable that our 
Apoſtle blames them both (ver. 4.) and alſo exhorts 


both Parties to Charity, Humility and Unity And he 
gives the Words of my Text as a Rule to direct their 


Behaviour in reference to ſuch Points, Haſt thou Faith, 
&c: which is as much as if he had ſaid, Have any of 


you a Belief and firm Perſuaſion of Mind, that ye ought 


to do, or not to do, any thing in its own Nature indif- 


ferent, keep then this.Belief to your (elf,and tranſact the 


Matter between God and your own Conſcience ; you 
ought by no means to Cenſure and Exclaim againſt 
others, for not Believing or Acting juſt as you do; tis 


enough for thee, that thou canſt have the ſatisfaction 


af Acting according to thy Conſcience before God. 


But 
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But yet know this alſo, that if thou eateſt Mear, 
that thou believeſt and art fully perfuaded is Unclean : 
Or, if thou doſt any other thing (though indifferent 
in it ſelf) whch thou haſt a Faith or Satisfaction of 
Mind that thou oughteſt not to do; thou wilt then 
| certainly be condemned by thy own Conſcience, and 
| guilty of Sin, becauſe thou proceedeſt contrary to thy 
* Judgment, Faith, or Belief. 


Now if this be the Apoſile's Senſe, as it appears 
plainly to me to be; it is then clear, that by Faith 
here, he means that Conviction, Perſuaſion or Belief that 
any one hath in his Mind about ſome particular thing, 
whether it be Lawful for him to do it or not. 


And this is the very ſame, with what our Apoſtle 
calls Knowledge, 1 Cor. 7.8, & 10. by which Word 
he there underſtands. a Satisfaction of Mind, or a full 
Conviction, that eating of Meat offer'd to Idols was 
unlawful ; Which he that had, was certainly guilty 
of a grievous Sin, if he did do: But, faith he, v. 7. 
There is not in every Man that knowledge , for ſome 
with Conſcience the Idol, eat it as a thing offer 4 
unto an Idol, their Conſcience, being weak, is deß. 
led: That is, their Faith and Perſuaſion about this 
thing being not perfect and ſteady, they cannot ſtand 
faſt in their Duty; but are perverted to eat at thoſe - 
Idolatrous- Feaſts, which are wicked Symbols of a So. 
lemn Covenant made with thoſe falfe Deities, and 
by which thoſe that did partake of them, were there- . 
by Judged (as he argues) to be Partakers of the 
Idolatrous Service and Worſhip; . | 
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And thus I have explained the firſt and chief 
Particular in theſe Words, and ſhewed you what is 
to be underſtood here by Faith. I come next to 
enquire, | 

4 

Secondly, What is meant by having this Faith to our 

ſelves before God. | 


And this ſtems to be a Peaceable and Charitable 
Precept, exceedingly agreeable to the Doctrine of 
the Goſpel : And implies, in the General, thus much. 


That if in any indifferent Things, we are fully con- 
victed, perſuaded and ſatisfied, or have a Faith or a 
Belief, that we ought to proceed in ſuch a manner, tho' 
we may, and ought to act according to this Perſuaſion ; 
yet we may content our ſelves in approving our Hearts 
to God in Sincerity : And we need not trouble our 
ſelves to Proſelyte or bring over, at leaſt not by vio- 
lent Means and Ways, others to our Opinions ; much 
| leſs may we condemn and cenſure them for not be- 
lieving and acting juſt as we do. This, I ay, is the 
general meaning of this Direction of our Apoſtle : But 
it will admit of ſeveral Limitations and Reſtrictions, 
according as Times and Circumſtances vary. 


When this Epiſtle was written, Chriſtianity was bur 
in its Infancy - There was then no Church ſettled and 
eſtabliſhed by the Civil Power and Authority, and con- 
| ſequently no Obligation upon any one as to theſe Mat- 
ters, but what aroſe from the ſincere Dictates of a Man's 
own Conſcience : There was no Body of ſtated Rules 
to direct Men, as to the Meaſures of their Obedience 


in 
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in theſe Points: And therefore now, excepting where a 
particular Revelation to fome Apoſtle determined the 
Matter, and except where he had by word of Mouth, or 
Epiſtle, by verbal or written Order enjoyn'd a cer- 
tain Method of proceeding, every Man's private Judg- 
ment was his ſufficient Guide and Director as to theſe 
indifferent Things ; for of ſuch only it was that our 
Apoſtle here wrote to the Corinthians, and of ſuch only 
I now ſpeak. j "Tn 


But afterwards the Apoſtles thought it neceſſary to 
give particular Commands and Directions about theſe 
Matters, and a-general Power was committed to the 
Church to eſtabliſh ſuch Laws and Uſages as ſhould te: 


agreeable to Decency and Order: And then after this, 


Men could not be ſo free in this Point as they were 
before. PO 


For it Gems to me highly reaſonable to believe, that 


every one that is born or made a Member of any Na- 
tion or Commonwealth, owes naturally an Obedience 
to ſuch Laws as ſhall be enacted by the Government he 
is under, if nothing be enjoyned him which is contrary. 
to the Laws of God. 


And therefore, if in Things indifferent in their own 


Nature, the Government or Authority thinks it fitting. - 


to determine the Caſe any one way, we are then no 


longer free to chuſe whether we will act or not 


at, join with, or diſſent from the Injunctions of 
our Governours; but an actual Obedience and Com- 
pliance ſeems to be undoubtedly our Duty. And tho 


ſome ſuch things may be enjoyned us, as, had we been 
qualified by our Station, we might and would have- 


| oppo- 
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oppoſed and declared againſt, before they were made 
obligatory by Law; yet when once they are become 
ſo, we ought in Conſcience to ſubmit to the Uſe and 


practice of them. And if we have a Belief or Perſua- 


ſion in our own private Thoughts, either that it had 
been better to have left Men more to their Freedom in 
ſuch Caſes, to have made the Terms of Communion 


larger, or to have determined our Obedience ſome 


other way; yet ought we to have this Faith to our 
ſelves before God, and by no means to diſturb the Peace 


of the Conſtitution whereof we are Members, by de. 


claring or exclaiming againſt the Eſtabliſhed Church ; 
and much leſs ſhould we fo divide and ſeparate from it, 
as to ſet up, or joyn with another Intereſt in oppoſition 
to it. 


When indeed any thing is enacted or intruded upon 
us, which is contrary to the Laws of God, and to the 
expreſs Words of Scripture, we muſt by no means for- 
feit our Integrity by a baſe and ſervile Compliance; 
but bravely reſolve (according to the Examples of the 
Apoſtles and Primitive Chriſtians) to obey God rather 
than Man, whatever that Reſolution may expoſe us to. 
Bur then, as ſuch a Noble Courage and Stedfaſtneſs as 
this is, is highly commendable where tis exerciſed 
about a Fundamental Point in Religion, and where the 
Weight and Neceſſity of the thing will bear us out; ſo 
not to diſcern and diſtinguiſh between Mint and Cum- 
min, and the weightier Matters of the Law of God ; 
but as ſtifly to refuſe our Compliance with a few Inno- 
cent and Indifterent Ceremonies, as we would with Ido- 
latry or Popery, ſhews that we have not duly weighed 


and conſider d the Natures of Things, and indeed be. 
; trays 
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trays a Narrowneſs of Spirit equal to the Meanneſs of 
our Judgment. NS dra ĩ oo ov a © 


But if we will take our Apoſtle's Advice and Dire- 
Aion, we {hall not act ſo precariouſly, ſo contrary to 


- Reaſon, and the true Spirit of Chriſtzanity : Suppole, in 


our own private Thoughts we do not approve of as the 
the beſt, ſome things in the Publick Eſtabliſhment : 
which perhaps is the Caſe of many thinking Men, as to 
ſome ſlight and leſs momentous Particulars ; and which, 
it doth not ſeem neceſſary that the Civil Power ſhou'd 


take any notice of; much lefs uſe coercive Means to 


make us change our.Sentiments ;. This being a Matter 
which, in its own Nature, and abſtractedly conſidered, 
tends no way to the Detriment of the Publick God. A 
Liberty of Thought, Opinion, and Conſcience about theſe 
things, every Man, ſeems to have a reaſonable Right to 
enjoy free and unmoleſted: As alſo the peaceable Exerciſe 
of ſuch Practices as are the natural Reſult of the Senti- 
ments of Religious, Honeſt, and Well- meaning Men: 
i. e. ſuch as they have a Faith or Perſuaſion, are moſt 
agreeable to the Word of God and the Dictates of 
Right Reaſon: and this is ſuch a Liberty as (I hope) 
will never be infringed by our Conſtitution, nor envied 
or grudg d by any Party of it; becauſe, I am fully per- 
ſuaded that it tends every way to our Wellare, Advan- 
tage and Security, to the. Intereſt of the Religion, to 
that of the Eſtabliſh'® . Church, and to the Increaſe 
of its Members. ai 


Bur however, 1 Hy, the, all Ben can never be 


brought to be of the ſame Mind, yet they ought to 


ſubmit in all things they can to the Ordinances of 
Man for che Lord's ſake; and where nothing is en- 
| © joined 
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joined them that can be proved unlawful, and contrary 


to God's Holy Word ; they appear to me to be bound 
in Conſcience to an Actual Compliance and Con- 
formity. 


1 


But aſter all, if they cannot think ſo, they may 
farisfie themſelves very well in keeping their own Pri. 
vate Opinion to themſelves; for, as our Apoſtle faith in 
this Place, Happy, and happy enough is he, that con- 
demneth not himſelf in that thing which he alloweth, 


Which is the Third Thing I am to conſider in theſe 


Words; viz, Wherein the Happineſs conſiſts , of not 


condemning our ſelves in thoſe Things which we 
allow. | Gaal gt 


And on this I think I need not much inſiſt, ſince every 
one that knows what Conſcience is, can eaſily perceive 
in himſelf the unſpeakable Satisfaction of acting ac- 
cording to the Dictates of that conſtant Monitor: be thet 
can approve himſelf to this Judge; that can fay ſincerely, 
that his Conſcience doth not condemn him ſor the 
Practice of any one Thing he alloweth himſelf in; 
that Man hath an eternal Sweetneſs of Pleaſure and 
Satisfaction within him; and ſuch an one too, as in- 
finitely ſurpaſſes all the moſt raviſhing Delights of 
Senſe : This is ſuch a Peace, as the World cannot 
give, nor, God be thank'd, take away neither - Well 
therefore might the Apoſtle pronounce him happy that 
hath it; Happy is that Man that condemneth not himſelf 


in that thing which be alloweth. 
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Fourthly, | am next to enquire, what is meant here 
by doubting ; and why he that doubteth, is ſaid to be 
damned if he eat. Ks 


And this were indeed a very hard Sentence, if by 
doubting, we were here to underſtand what is uſual. 
ly meant by this Word: but though the Word H- 


vc. do ſometimes ſignifie 2 yet it is more 
UG 


uſually and more properly render'd diſcerning; and ſo 
the Margin of our Bible has it in this place, he thar 
diſcerneth (i. e.) he that judgeth, plainly perceiveth or 
diſtinguiſheth between the things in diſpute; he that 
having well weighed and conſidered the Matter, is 
come to a Determination in his own Mind, and judg- 


eth and diſcerneth on the whole, that tis his Duty to 


act aſter ſuch a manner. 


And no doubt, when things are come to ſuch a Ba- 
lance, and brought to this Determination, he that ſhall 
then a& contrary to his Judgment and Perſuaſion, he 


is indeed damn d, or Self-condemn'd ; becauſe he pro- 


ceeds contrary to his Conſcience, and to that full Con- 
viction and Perſuaſion which he hath in his own 


Mind. & 


And thus it was in the caſe before us ; the Apoſtle | 


tells us, that he himſelf was fully perſuaded, that there 
is nothing unclean of itſelf, v. 14. and therefore he and 
thoſe Chriſtians that were of this Perſuaſion, could and 
did eat of any thing indifferently, without obſerving 


the Moſaical Diſtinctions, which they believed ought. 
now to be aboliſh'd: 8 


C 2. But 
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themſelves freed ſo eaſily from the Obligation o 
they had ſo long been under, and which they knew 


. 3 


But the Jewiſh Chriſtians could not (it — qhiok 
a Law 


was enacted by God himſelf,in a Divine and miraculous 
manner. Theſe could not be perſuaded, but that their 
Law was of Eternal Obligation ; and that the legal Di- 


ſtinction between Clean and Unclean Meats, was {till 


to be continued and obſerved: And indeed, as the 


Apoſtle faith, while they were under this Perſuaſion, 


and did think any particular kind of Meat to be un- 


clean, to them it was unclean ; and therefore ſhould thoſe 


Men have eaten of all things without Diſtinction, while 
they thus diſcern'd, or judg'd, or while they did put 
this legal Difference between Meats, they would then 
have been condemned by their own Conſcience, as act- 
ing againſt the ſul] Conviction and Perſuaſion of their 
own Minds, or contrary to that Faith or Belief that 
was in them; For whatſoever is not of Faith, is Sin. 


Which is the laſt Particular I am to ſpeak to, vix. 
the Reaſon of this ſevere Sentence; That he that doubt- 
eth, is damn'd if he eat; becauſe, whatſoever is not of 
Faith, is Sin. 5 | | 


St. Fohn gives this Definition of Sin ; That it is the 
Tranſgreſſion of the Law, and where there is no Law, 
there is certainly no Tranſgreſſion: Now tis eſſential 
to every Law, that it ſhould be promulgated, or ſuffici- 
ently made known to thoſe - Perſons that are under the 
Obligation of it. And it has always been adjudged, that 
invincible Ignorance, or ſuch as is no way culpable in 
the Offender ; that is, ſuch an one as is no way occa- 


ſion d by his own Fault or Neglect, doth acquit a Man 


from 
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from the Guilt of any Tranſgreſſion : But where a Man 
has a plain Knowledge or Belief ; when he is fully per- 
ſuaded in his own Mind, that he is under the Power or 
Obligation of ſuch a Command; when he hath a Faith 
that to do, or to forbear to do ſuch a thing is unlawful ; 
then his Conſcience diſcerneth or determineth him how 
to act; and if in ſuch a caſe a Man proceed contrary to 
this Light, this Conviction that he has in his Mind, he 
certainly then commits a Sin, becauſe he doth that 
which he is fully perfuaded is the Tranſgreſſion of the 
Law. 


—— — 


— 


This I take to be the plain Meaning of theſe Words; 
and this is the Sum of the Apoſtle's whole Argument, as 
| to the Point before us. That, in the firſt place, tis 
: every Man's Duty to inform himſelf, as fully as he can, 
- of the Nature and Circumſtances of the Things requir'd 
of him to perform or ſubmit to; or, as he expreſſes it, 
v. 5. of this Chapter, to endeavour fo be fully perſuaded 


in his own mind. 


He ought throughly to examine and conſider the 
f Nature of Things, and laying aſide all Intereſt, Parti- 
ality, Prejudice, Favour or Affection; ſeriouſly to 
weigh in the Scales of Reafon and Conſcience, on the. 
one hand the caſe of a Submiſſion to and Compliance 
with the Uſe of a few indifferent Things, for the Unity 
and Peace of the Church, and for the Welfare of the 
Conſtitution ; though in his own private Judgment, he 
may think them better let alone, or altered; and on th 
other hand, the evil Conſequence of a Separation and 
Diſſent ; which, let him mean never fo well, will di- 
vide, and conſequently weaken our Conſtitution. 


5 
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 ewn Ears, and ſeen with their own Eyes. And he that 


* 


It is by no means impoſſible, but that even ſome 
good, ſerious and conſiderate Men, may, by Education, 
by reading Books written only on one ſide, or by means 
of a Spirit and Converſation equally narrow , have Wh 
wrong and prejudicate Notions of ſome things in the 
Eſtabliſnd Church; and therefore Men ovght always to 
be aware of this, and not proceed too haſtily in making a 
final Determination, before they have heard with their | 


will do this candidly and honeſtly, will never prejudice 


either the Church, or himſelf, by his Occaſional Con- 
formity.. | | 5 


But at laſt, when a Man hath impartially brought things 
to this fair Balance; that Side which he diſcerneth to! 
out weigh the other, he ought indeed to adhere to, and 
by no means to deviate from that which he is fully con- 
vinc'd 'tis his Duty to do : for if he act contrary to this 
Perſuaſion or Belief he certainly commits a Sin: For] 
whatſoever is not of Faith is fin. | 


But in Indifferent things he may and ought. to keep 
this Faith to himſelf before God ; and by no means to 
diſturb the Common Peace, or to break the Rules of 
Charity about them. He may pleafe himſelf in that 
Satisfaction which he enjoys in his own Mind, that he 
doth not act contrary to his Conſcience : for happy is 
he that condemneth not himſelf in the thing which he 
alloweth_ ; but he ought by no means to judge or cen- 
ſure others, much leſs ſet at nought or deſpiſe others for 
not doing juſt as he doth : but as St. Paul tells us (be · 
fore in this Chapter) he ſhould judge this rather, that 
v Man put a:ſtumbling-block or au A to fall in his Bro- 

; ther 


before the Lord Mayor 


 ther's way; and above all things let him endeavour to 


follow after Peace, and thoſe things wherewith one may 
edifie another. That fo, there being no Heats nor Diſ- 


putes among us about Trifles and indifferent things, as 


J hope in Time there will not; we may all unite in carry- 


ing on the great Work and the main Buſineſs of Religion, | 
the Salvation of our own and other Mens Souls. Here 


let all our Zeal and Warmth ſhew itſelf , and here only; 
let us contend earneſtly only for the great Fundamentals 
of Religion, for that Faith which was once delivered to 
the Saints. Let us provoke one another only to Love. 
and Good Works ; But let all Bitterneſs, and Wrath, 
and Anger, and Clamour, and Evil-ſpeaking be put away 
from us, with all Malize ; and let us be kind one to another, 
tender. hearted, forgiving one another, even as God, for 
Chriſt's ſake, hath forgiven us. | 


I ſhall cloſe all with that Doxology, which in ſome 
antient Copies of this Epiſtle, is immediately added after 
the Words of the Text, tho, now tranſpoſed to Chap. 1 6. 
Ver. 25. 53 | FIT 


Now to him that is of Power to eſtabliſh you according, to 
the Goſpel and Preaching, of Jeſus Chriſt, according to the 
Revelation of the Myſtery, which was kept ſecret ſince the 
World began, but now is made manifeſt, and by the Scri- 
ptures of the Prophets, according to the Commandment of the - 
Everlaſting God, made known to all Nations, for the Obe- 
dience of Faith ; to God only wiſe be Glory, through Jeſus 
Chriſt, for ever. Amen. 
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at the King s- Head in St. Paul's 2 
Church. yard. Men. | 


HE Atheiſtical Shai againſt the Be- 8 
ing of a God, and his Attributes, fairly 


confider d and fully refuted. In 8 Sermons, 


breach d in St. Pauls Church, 1689. Being the 
ſeventh year of the Lecture founded By the 
Honourable Robert Beyie, Eſquire. 
The practice of Religious and Moral Duties, 
the beſt way to make a Nation happy. Being 
4 Sermon Preach d Apr t 4. 1201. 3 his 
A Faſt Sermon, Preach d May 26. 10. 
All by John Harris M. 1 Rags TOO. 7 ofthe 


